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= THE ABBEY CHURCH OF

DUNFERMLINE

FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT

SUNDAY 30™ NOVEMBER 2025 * 10.30AM
GREENING SERVICE

THE SACRAMENT OF INFANT BAPTISM

Founded in God’s love. Serving at the heart of Dunfermline. Welcoming friend and stranger in worship and community.
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Welcome to the Abbey Church of Dunfermline

We are pleased that you have joined us for worship either in the church building or in
your own space.

e Acardreaderis available at the North Door for those who wish to donate by
card.

e The service is streamed on YouTube. Please be aware that you may be caught
on camera, although both cameras are focussed on the minister, choir, or
reader, and those who are taking part in the service.

e Wherever there is Bold print, please be Bold and join in.

Photography: Visitors and congregation members are reminded that photography is
not permitted during worship. Those wishing to take photographs are asked to wait
until the end of the service when specific shots can be repositioned.



Preparation for Worship

The greatest gift we can ask for is a longing for God and the wisdom to
recognise our captivities, great and small, and to learn the courage to let
go of our fears and insecurities and embrace the glorious freedom of the

followers of the Christ who became poor so that we could be enriched.
Gemma Simmonds, Donkey Roads and Camel Treks



Order of Worship

Prelude Chorale Prelude “Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland” BWV 659
JS Bach
Introit People, look East! trad French carol, arr Martin Shaw

Call to Worship

The psalmist sings:

‘l was glad when they said, “Let us go to the house of the Lord.””
We come with joy,

ready to be welcomed to God’s house

and prepare ourselves for Advent.

Our feet are standing in this holy place.

As our building is made ready with greenery and light,

we make room for hope and peace.

The prophet says:

‘In days to come, all people will come to God’s mountain.’

We come together, learning God’s ways of peace.
Based on Psalm 122 and Isaiah 2: 1-5

Hymn No 273 (Veni Emmanuel) “O come, O come, Emmanuel”

Welcome & Intimations
Why a Greening Service?

Opening Prayer

@ THE GREENING OF THE SANCTUARY - |
Advent Colours
Hymn No 631 (Commandments) “A little child the Saviour came”

Sacrament of Baptism during which we will sing the blessing:

The Lord bless you, and keep you:

The Lord make his face to shine upon you,
and be gracious unto you:

The Lord lift up his countenance uponyou,
and give you peace.

Members of the congregation are invited to participate by saying “We do” after the
question to the congregation and then continue by saying together:

We will nurture one another in faith,



uphold one another in prayer,
encourage one anotherin service.

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father

which art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done
on earth, as itis in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts,

as we forgive our debtors.

And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil,

For thine is the kingdom,

the power and the glory,

for ever. Amen.

®THE GREENING OF THE SANCTUARY -II

The Advent Wreath and the Candle of Hope

Responsive Hymn No 288 (Conditor Alme) “Creator of the stars of night”

Lights on the Christmas Tree

Gift-Giving

Anthem Cantate Domino (Sing to the Lord a new song) Monteverdi
THE WORD

A reading from the Old Testament Isaiah 2: 1-5
p641 (OT Section)
A reading from the Gospels Matthew 24: 36-44
p28 (NT Section)
Hymn No 543 (Christ be our light) “Longing for the light we wait in darkness”

Address



Offering and Dedication
Offertory Chorale Prelude “Herr Christ, der ein’ge Gottes Sohn”
BWV 601 JS Bach

This time offers a moment to reflect on the readings we have heard, but also the
use of our gifts of time, talent and money in the world. The contactless giving
was available on entry into the church, and for those who still wish to donate
the offertory bags will be passed amongst the congregation. Donations can
also be made on our website donation page,
https://dunfermlineabbey.com/wwp/?page_id=10345. Oryou can simply use
your mobile and text LNBWO1 to 70970 to give £5.

@ THE GREENING OF THE SANCTUARY - 1li

The Star
Prayers of the People

Hymn No 476 (Battle Hymn of the Republic)
“Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord”

Benediction & Choral Amen

Organ Postlude Grand March from “Aida” Verdi

Church Copyright Licence Number 174928
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Streaming Licence Number 1836610



Intimations

Services This Week:
Sunday 7""December 10.30am Morning Worship
3pm Blue Christmas

Minister’s Day Off:

The Church Office is open on 9.30am - 11.30am on Monday, Wednesday, Thursday
and Friday. Leeza Clark can be contacted either by phone, 01383 723005, or by
email, dunfermline.abbey.church@gmail.com

The final Exploring Christian Faith and Church Membership Class isat12.15pm
today, Sunday 30" November, in the Vestry.

This year’s St Andrew’s Day Lecture is today, Sunday 30" November, at 2pm in the
church. The speaker is Professor Dauvit Broun, who will be speaking about St
Andrews and the Scottish Church. Tickets are £10 and can purchased at church on a
Sunday, from the church office or at www.trybooking.com/uk/FJBK

This year’s Advent Study will continue on 1 December at 7pm in the Vestry at the
Abbey Church of Dunfermline. Please wrap up warm and feel free to bring a warm
drink. On Monday 8" and 15" December at 7pm the Advent Study is at the Morris
Hall at St Leonard’s Parish Church. We are exploring Gemma Simmonds’ “Donkey
Roads and Camel Treks: A Pilgrims Guide for Advent” — however it is not essential for
participants to have read the book. Instead, it is something that can be enjoyed
throughout Advent. For those who would like a copy of the book, it can be purchased
on Amazon for £9.97, and there is a Kindle version.

The Men’s Club meets at 9.30am on Wednesday 3™ December in the Church Halls.
All are welcome.

The Ladies Forum meets on Wednesday 3™ December at 2pm in the Church Halls
for a Christmas party.

soup@12 is on Thursday 4" December in the church hall. It offers a simple, but
tasty, meal of soup, bread, a biscuit and tea and coffee for £3. 12noon - 1.30pm.

Gallery Cleaning: Some of our Advent and Christmas events require the use of the
gallery. It gets a little dusty up there during the year. The Fabric Team are hoping that
a small team would be willing to help give it a clean on Saturday 6™ December after
10.30am. If you would be willing to help, please speak to David Williams, Joint
Session Clerk.

Blue Christmas: Invitations have gone out to some of those who have been
bereaved during the year, and as always to Blue Christmas service is open to anyone
who has been bereaved at any time and to those who feel out of sorts with the
seasonal merriment. During the service candles will be lit remembering those
known to us who have died during the year. If you would like a candle to be litin


mailto:dunfermline.abbey.church@gmail.com
http://www.trybooking.com/uk/FJBK

memory of someone important to you, please let MaryAnn know. There will also be
time during the service for those present to light their own candles.

Seasonal Reflections, a Heart for Art exhibition showcasing the work of our
wonderful artists from The Abbey Church group, is being staged in the Abbey Church
until Saturday 6" December during Church opening hours.

Concert: There are still a few tickets left for the HM Royal Marine Band Scotland’s
charity Christmas concert on Wednesday 10" December. The concerton 11
December has sold out. Ittakes place from 7.30-9pm, with doors opening at
6.45pm. Tickets, priced £20, are on sale from OnFife, Carnegie Hall box office and
Sew Yarn Crafty. They can also be obtained from Brian Blanchflower and David
Fraser.

Instant Nativity: This year’s Nativity, while still instant, takes a new form and
MaryAnn really is looking for those willing to be an Angel, a Shepherd, a Sheep, and a
Wise Person. Please be in touch with her, and a monologue script will be supplied.
Thank you to the Narrator, Star and Donkey who have already been in touch.

Christmas Card deliveries: This year the 4th Dunfermline (Abbey) Co. Boys’ Brigade
with Girls Association will again be delivering Christmas Cards on behalf of members
of the Abbey Church. We will be delivering cards to the following locations:
Dunfermline, Crossgates, Townhill, Kingseat, Limekilns & Charlestown, Cairneyhill,
Crossford, Wellwood and Dalgety Bay at the cost of 50p per card. Cards will be
collected and sorted for delivery in the weeks leading up to 14™ December when the
final sort will take place to allow cards to be delivered before Christmas

Used Stamps: This is a little reminder to save used stamps. Boxes are on the table at
the Church door and windowsill in the Church Halls. Proceeds from the sale of the
stamps are donated to the World Mission project.

Intimations and church notices should be with in the office account by 9.30am on
Wednesday.

www.dunfermlineabbey.co.uk
www.facebook.com/dunfermlineabbey
twitter.com/abbey_church
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ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS EVENTS AND SERVICES 2025 |

10.30am Morning Worship 7pm Carols at Crossford
Admission of New Members Gather at the Keavil House Hotel 1

3pm Blue Christmas Service

11lam - 4pm Carol Marathon 4pm Chrlstlngle
11.30pm Watchnight

10 30am Mornmg Worshlr b mronTade oy B |

with the Sacrament of Holy sty Sz |
Communion 10.30am Family Service

Some of the services will also be on-line at

www.youtube.com/c/DunfermlineAbbey
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10. 30am Natlwty SerVIce
. 4pm Festival of Nine Lessons and
% Carols
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